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OTHER AREAS ON SITE

River access through trees

Discgolf area in woods - future development

Potential Area for 
future disc golf 
entrance and 

parking on County 
Rd 545 North
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2024 Tailgate Fundraiser



Community 
Input on 

Recreational 
Activities and 

Suggestion Box



Games and 
Recreational 

Activities



Local Vendors
Local Artists, 
Skandia/West 

Branch Township 
Fire Department, 
DeVooght’s and 
Sailor Taylor’s 

Coffee Company



Big Lake Acoustic – Donated Live Performance 
to support Recreation Fundraiser

















SANDERS   &   CZAPSKI   ASSOCIATES, PLLC 

ARCHITECTURE      /      LANDSCAPE    ARCHITECTURE      /      HISTORIC    PRESERVATION 

109 South  Front  Street   /  Suite  210   /   Marquette,  MI  49855 
Phone: 906  273 - 1207 

March 10, 2026 

Central Upper Michigan Regional Planning and Development Region 
2950 College Avenue 
Escanaba, MI  49829 

Re: Notice of Intent  MNRTF Recreation Grant Application 
West Branch Township  Meyland Park  
West Branch Township  Marquette County, Michigan 

To whom it may concern, 

Please find attached form PR5750-
referenced project.  We are preparing an application to the Natural Resources Trust Fund program for 
the development of recreation infrastructure on behalf of West Branch Township.  I have also attached a 
copy of the project development plan and a project location map for your reference.   

The project will include the construction of a regulation softball field, parking for 46 cars, a multi-sport 
court, barrier free access path, fishing pier and swimming access to the Silver Lead Creek. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to call and we will do our best to address 
any issues in our application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Bill Sanders, ASLA 
Landscape Architect / Principal 

Enclosure: Project Development Plan  West Branch Township / Meyland Park 

Cc:   Michigan DNR  Grants Management 
Mr. Kris Shaw, Supervisor  West Branch Township 



CFDA 15.916, Outdoor Recreation, Acquisition, Development & Planning 1 PR5601-1 (Revised 03/29/2023)

Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Grants Management

NOTICE OF INTENT FOR RECREATION GRANT PROJECTS

This information is requested by authority of Part 703, Act 451 of 1994, as amended, to be considered for a LWCF grant.

Name of Project Date County

Identity of the applicant agency, organization, or individual: 

Indicate below the representative of the applicant to contact for additional information regarding this Notice:

Name Telephone Number (including area code) E-mail Address

Address (Street/PO Box), City, State, ZIP Code

Agency from which will be sought:

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Name of Program

Land and Water Conservation Fund  Natural Resources Trust Fund
Estimated Federal Cost
$

Estimated State Cost
$

Estimated Other Cost
$

Total Cost
$

Estimated date by which time the applicant expects to formally file an application

Geographic location of the project to be assisted (indicate specific location as well as city or county. Attach map if necessary)

Brief description of the proposed project. This will help the clearinghouse identify agencies of state or local government having plans, programs, or projects 
that might be affected by the proposed project:

Type of project General size of scale project

Purpose of project

Beneficiaries (persons or institutions benefited)

Indicate the relationship of this project to plans, programs, and other activities of your agency and other agencies (attach separate sheet if necessary):
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SAIL Design Review Table: West Branch Twp: Meyland Park 3/19/2026

1

Scope Item As stated in the plan 

 
Guidelines & Standards 
Universal Design (UD)  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Architectural Barriers Act 

(ABA) 

SAIL Comments and/or Recommendations

Parking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two parking lots are 
proposed, one near the 
tennis court and the other 
near the softball field. Each 
lot will provide 23 parking 
spaces, including 2 
accessible spaces. The 
accessible portion of each lot 
will consist of a 24-foot-wide 
concrete surface, 
accommodating two ADA 
parking spaces, with a shared 
8-foot-wide striped access 
aisle in the middle.  
 
A six-foot-wide pathway will 
connect the parking area to 
the park elements. 
 
The remaining 21 spaces in 
each lot will be constructed 
with a packed aggregate 
surface. 
 
The parking lot near the 
softball field will allow 
vehicles to pass through the 
lot and park along the outfield 
fence, providing an 
opportunity for spectators 
with disabilities to view the 
game from their parked 
vehicles.

Universal Design (UD): All four 
accessible spaces, between the two 
parking lots 
access aisles on both sides of the 
space. 
ADA [502 Parking Spaces]: A 
minimum of one space must be 
accessible in each of the parking lots 
and that one space must be van 

aisle. 
 
Parking space identification signs 
should include the International 
Symbol of Accessibility complying 
with 703.7.2.1.  
 
Signs identifying van parking spaces 

  Signs shall be 60 inches 
minimum above the ground, measured 
to the bottom of the sign.  
 

is intended to be informative, not 
restrictive, and the space can be used 
by cars and vans alike. 

 Comments: SAIL supports two parking 
spaces with one shared access aisle in each 
lot, as shown in the design plan. In this 
configuration, all spaces are van accessible 
and can be marked as such. 
 
Recommendations: 
The outfield spectator viewing area should 
include two signs. One sign should be located 
near the accessible parking area closest to the 
softball field, indicating that a spectator viewing 
area is available in the outfield. 
 
A second sign should be mounted on the 
outfield fence at the designated spectator 
parking location. This sign should identify the 
area as a designated spectator viewing area 
and include the ISA. 
 



SAIL Design Review Table: West Branch Twp: Meyland Park 3/19/2026

2

Scope Item As stated in the plan 

 
Guidelines & Standards 
Universal Design (UD)  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Architectural Barriers Act 

(ABA) 

SAIL Comments and/or Recommendations

Park sign  A pedestrian information sign 
is proposed at the park. 

UD Guidelines for Parks:  
 Provide directional signs and 

wayfinding aids 
 Signs have 

simplified/distilled/bold graphics 
that are legible from a variety of 
distances 

 Use accessible fonts and color 
combinations with high contrast 

 Raised text characters and 
Braille may be used to 
supplement information 

ADA- Height and Location: 703.4 
Sign height 48 inches to 60 inches 
from the ground to the baseline of the 
lowest/highest tactile characters. 
 
Clear ground space: 305.2 Provide 

of the sign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations: 
Mark all park amenities that have accessible 
features with the ISA. 
 
Include a scannable QR code that links to 
digital versions of the information displayed on 

to use screen readers and enhances 
accessibility for a wider range of visitors. 



SAIL Design Review Table: West Branch Twp: Meyland Park 3/19/2026

3

Scope Item As stated in the plan 

 
Guidelines & Standards 
Universal Design (UD)  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Architectural Barriers Act 

(ABA) 

SAIL Comments and/or Recommendations

Pathways  
 

A six-foot-wide packed 
aggregate pathway will 
connect all park elements.  

 Universal Design Sidewalks: 
 Slopes should be 5% grade or 

less. Where slopes over 5% 
grade are unavoidable, ramps 
with 8.33% grade or shallower 
should be provided, with edge 
protection, handrails, landings, 
and respite areas. 

 Sidewalk material should be 
slip-resistant  

 Sidewalks near the designated 
accessible parking spaces 
should be flush with the parking 
lot surface 

 Lighting should be provided 
along pathways. Intense 
overhead lighting should be 
avoided, to limit glare. 

ADA: 
Ground surfaces shall be stable, firm, 
and slip resistant [302] 
Changes in Level [303.2] Changes in 

beveled or ramped. 
Accessible Routes 

 Clear Width [403.5.1] 
minimum 

Passing Spaces [403.5.3] An 
accessible route with a clear width less 

.

Recommendations: If the park is used, or 
games are hosted at night, provide lighting 
along the walkways to park elements. 



SAIL Design Review Table: West Branch Twp: Meyland Park 3/19/2026

4

Scope Item As stated in the plan 

 
Guidelines & Standards 
Universal Design (UD)  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Architectural Barriers Act 

(ABA) 

SAIL Comments and/or Recommendations

Park features: 
1. Picnic tables 
2. Landscaping  
3. Bike rack 
4. Trash and 
recycling 
receptacles 
 

Picnic Tables: Three picnic 
tables are proposed near the 
tennis court and softball field.  
 
Landscaping: Native plants 
and landscaping are 
proposed throughout the park 
 
Bike rack: One bike rack is 
proposed near the entrance 
to the park 
 
Trash and recycling 
receptacles will be provided 
throughout the park. 
 

Picnic table:  
UD: Gathering/Respite Areas and 
Elements: Pavilions, Tables, 
Benches, etc. 

 Accessible seating is on firm, 
stable surfaces and connected 
to sidewalks and accessible 
routes.  

 Tables with roll-under 
clearance are present. 

ADA- Outdoor Constructed Features 
Along Trails F247.5 
When outdoor constructed features, 
such as picnic tables, or trash and 
recycling receptacles, are provided, at 
least 20 percent, but no less than one, 
of each type of element must comply  
Knee and toe Clearance 305.4  
The table should provide at least 27 
inches of vertical clearance and at 
least 9 inches of knee depth under the 
table surface  

Planning and Design for Alterations, 
Chapter 5 - Model Sidewalks 
(Landscaping # 13 and Bike racks #16) 

Landscaping: Maintain appropriate 
sight distances. Use low ground cover 
and similar plantings so as not to 

Recommendations: 
Picnic Table: 

be identified by signs. Entities should provide 
information on the location of picnic units with 
mobility features on websites, in brochures, 
and at bulletin boards or information kiosks at 
the park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SAIL Design Review Table: West Branch Twp: Meyland Park 3/19/2026

5

Scope Item As stated in the plan 

 
Guidelines & Standards 
Universal Design (UD)  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Architectural Barriers Act 

(ABA) 

SAIL Comments and/or Recommendations

obstruct sightlines for pedestrians and 
vehicle operators. 

Bike Rack: Locate outside pedestrian 
access route (PAR). Orient so bikes on 
rack are not encroaching on PAR. 

Trash and recycling receptacles:    
UD  Gathering Areas and Elements 
 Locate waste receptacles on firm, 

level, and stable clear ground 
spaces that are connected to 
accessible routes. 

ABA  Outdoor Constructed 
Features 
Clear Ground Space [1011.2] 
Trash Receptacles  
positioned for forward approach to the 

approach to the opening. 
 
Operation [309.4] Operable parts, such 
as a handle required to open the trash 
or pet litter receptacles, shall be 
operable with one hand and shall not 
require tight grasping, pinching, or 
twisting of the wrist. Force required to 
activate operable parts shall be 5 
pounds maximum. 

Landscaping: Continually trim any overgrown 
landscaping to ensure it does not extend into 
the accessible route of travel at the park. 
 
Bike rack: Ensure the bike rack is connected 
to the accessible route. 
 
Trash and recycling receptacles: 
Use trash receptacles with an open side or 
open top, as opposed to a lid on top. A heavy 
lid can be a barrier to accessibility  
 



SAIL Design Review Table: West Branch Twp: Meyland Park 3/19/2026
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Scope Item As stated in the plan 

 
Guidelines & Standards 
Universal Design (UD)  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Architectural Barriers Act 

(ABA) 

SAIL Comments and/or Recommendations

Softball field and 
tennis court  

A softball field with fencing, 
dugouts, and accessible 
bleacher seating is proposed. 
 
A multi-sport tennis court is 
proposed. 

Softball field: UD:  Sports Fields  
 Benches with companion spaces 

should be present.  Each 
accessible seating space provided 
should be 64 inches long and 48 
inches wide.  

 Seating should not have reflective 
or glossy surfaces to limit glare. 

 There should be a firm, stable, and 
level concrete or similar surface 
between the seating areas and the 
field or court. 

 
Tennis Court:  
ADA: Chapter 10, court sports: 
Where courts are provided, an 
accessible route must connect on both 
sides of the court.  
 
ADA: Clear Ground Space 305.2 
Provide 30
next to each bench at the tennis court, 
see diagram to the right.  

Recommendations: 
Tennis Court:   

 Provide two benches, one on each side 
of the tennis court.  

 Ensure each bench is connected to the 
accessible route. 

 Provide clear ground space adjacent to
each bench to accommodate a person 
using a wheelchair, as shown in the 
diagram below.  

Source: U.S. Access Board, ABA standards, 
Chapter 10, Sports Facilities, Benches  



SAIL Design Review Table: West Branch Twp: Meyland Park 3/19/2026

7

Scope Item As stated in the plan 

 
Guidelines & Standards 
Universal Design (UD)  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Architectural Barriers Act 

(ABA) 

SAIL Comments and/or Recommendations

Fishing pier and 
beach mat 

An accessible fishing pier is 
proposed. 
 
A Mobi-Mat beach mat will 
extend into the water, 
providing visitors access to 
Silver Lead Creek. 

Fishing pier: ADA Chapter 10, fishing 
piers and platforms. Include the 
following accessible features: 
Accessible route  
Clear ground space 30  by 48  
minimum on the pier  
Turning space must have at least one 
turning area, either a 60  turning space 
or T-shaped space, to allow a person 
using a mobility device or wheelchair to 
make a 180 degree turn.  
Gangway must be designed to provide 
for a maximum 1:12 (8.33%) slope but 
are not required to be longer than 30 
feet in length. 
Transition plate are sloping pedestrian 
walking surfaces located at the end of 
a gangway. Provide a firm and stable 
transition between the ground surface 
and the fishing pier. 
Handrails: at least 25 percent of the 
rails must be 34 inches or less in 
height above the ground or deck so a 
person using a wheelchair or other 
mobility device has the opportunity to 
fish (see diagram at right). 
Edge Protection must be provided and 
extend a minimum of 2 inches above 
the ground or deck surface. This 
protection will prevent persons using 
wheelchairs or other mobility devices 
from slipping off the pier or platform.

Recommendations: 
Fishing Pier:  

 Include any information about the 
fishing pier and the beach mat on the 
information sign, websites and in 
brochures about the park. 

 Consider partnering with local 
organizations to provide adaptive 
fishing equipment at the park. 

 

Source: ADA Chapter 10, fishing piers and 
platforms, rails 
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Scope Item As stated in the plan 

 
Guidelines & Standards 
Universal Design (UD)  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Architectural Barriers Act 

(ABA) 

SAIL Comments and/or Recommendations

Beach Mat: ABA, Chapter 10, Beach 
access routes  
Connect the beach access route to the 
normal recreation water level 
Surface  firm & stable 
Clear width  60 inches minimum 
Obstacles  no higher than one-half 
inch in height 
Openings  no larger than a one-half-
inch diameter sphere 
Slope  less than 10%. Cross slope 
not steeper than 2%; resting intervals 
should be provided with steeper 
slopes. 
 

Beach mat: As water levels allow, extend the 
beach mat into the water rather than stopping 
at the sand. Beach mats that do not extend to 
the water limit how people with disabilities can 
fully access and use the beach.  
 
Continuously monitor and maintain the beach 
mat to eliminate hazards such as excess sand 
and dirt. 
 
When the off-season approaches, remove the 
beach mat and store it. 
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Scope Item As stated in the plan 

 
Guidelines & Standards 
Universal Design (UD)  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Architectural Barriers Act 

(ABA) 

SAIL Comments and/or Recommendations

Vault toilet  A vault toilet is proposed 
between the softball field and 
the tennis court. 

UD  Restrooms  
Indicate accessible restrooms in a 
variety of ways other than signs, 
including visual and tactile icons and 
simplified graphics.  
 

toilet that contains no other elements 
or fixtures  
Toilet paper dispensers over the grab 

floor. 
  Clear Width 404.2.3 

The doorway width of the vault toilet 

wide or wider. For the most accessible 
configuration of a vault toilet at the 
park, review the DNR Standard 
Construction Plans for State Forest 
Campground- Vault Toilet Designs. 

Recommendations:  
Ensure the vault toilet is connected to the 
accessible route. 
 
Provide a flush transition between the ground 
surface and vault toilet pad. 
 
Vault toilets often have hinged doors with 
springs that cause the door to close faster than 
a user can comfortably enter or exit. Adjust the 
hinge to allow for a slower door closing speed. 
Doing so makes it easier for individuals to use 
the restroom independently. 
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SANDERS   &   CZAPSKI   ASSOCIATES, PLLC 

ARCHITECTURE      /      LANDSCAPE    ARCHITECTURE      /      HISTORIC    PRESERVATION 

105 Country  Lane   /   Marquette,  MI  49855 
Bill: 906  458  2209 

Ken: 906-236-3341 

March 19, 2026 

Matt Lubejko 
Water Resources Division 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes & Energy 
1504 W. Washington Street 
Marquette, MI  49855 

Re: West Branch Township  Meyland Park  
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application TF26-0039 

Dear Matt, 

I hope this letter finds you well.  I see that you are listed as the WRD contact for projects in Marquette County.  We 
are representing West Branch Township in the submission of a grant application for the development of a new park 
on the grounds surrounding their township hall at the intersection of Townhall Road and County Road 545 due west 
of Skandia.  The project includes a proposed barrier free fishing pier and also barrier free access to a swimming 
beach on the Silver Lead Creek.  I have attached a copy of the proposed park development plan and a sketch of 
the proposed fishing pier.   

We understand that the fishing pier will require a permit under Inland Lakes and Streams and also for any wetlands 
that may need to be traversed.  The swimming access is in an area that is used as a sand trap and has been 
maintained by Trout Unlimited most recently.  We plan to use a Mobi-Mat  to allow a wheel chair to reach the 
water s edge.  Mobi-mat is a thin open mesh material that allows a wheel chair to traverse sandy soil to get to the 
waters edge.  It will be rolled up away from the water for the winter.  One thing we would like to explore is the 
placement of a section of pre-cast concrete slab out into the water so a wheel chair could roll right out into the 
water.  It would be constructed similar to a boat access ramp, but on a much smaller scale, approximately 6 feet 
wide.   

If this grant application is successful, the permitting would likely be started in the summer of 2027.  We aren t 
looking for any binding opinion about the swimming access or the proposed fishing pier but would be interested 
your general thoughts about the swimming access pad placed in the water.  I am available anytime at 906-458-
2209 or by email at bill@sanders-czapski.com.  

Sincerely, 

Bill Sanders, ASLA 
Landscape Architect / Principal 
Sanders & Czapski Associates, PLLC 

Enclosure: Meyland Park  Project Development Plan 

Cc: Kris Shaw  West Branch Township Supervisor 
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