WEST BRANCH TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 19, 2026, 7:00 PM

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call taken by Supervisor Kris Shaw. Members present: Supervisor Kris Shaw, Treasurer
Catherine Shaw, Trustee Laurie Beauchamp, Trustee Lisa Johnson, and Deputy Clerk Michelle
Cristal. Clerk Deena Barnhart absent. Also present Pam Bahrman Cemetery Manager, Ray
Johnson Zoning Administrator, and Cameron Fuess Assessor, along with several residents.

AGENDA: A motion to approve the Agenda was made by C. Shaw, seconded by L.Johnson,
Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Tanner Wattson asked about having an ordinance related to animals on
property, complaint about chickens and other domestic birds on his property, sites damage to
his vehicles and property. Requesting assistance of township to resolve.

MINUTES: A motion to approve the April 14 mihufes was made by C.Shaw, seconded by
L.Beauchamp. Motion carried.

JOB BILLS PAYABLE: A motion to approve the JOB bills totaling 20,759.85 made by K.Shaw,
seconded by C.Shaw. Motion carried.

JOB BUDGET: A motion to approved the JOB through May 18 made by K.Shaw, seconded by
L.Beauchamp. Motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: A motion to approve the Financial Report as presented was made by
L.Beauchamp, seconded by L.Johnson. Motion carried.

BUDGET REPORT: A motion to approve the Budget through May 18 was made by K.Shaw,
seconded by C.Shaw. Motion carried.

BILLS PAYABLE: A motion to pay the West Branch Township bills totaling 23,358.42 made by
C.Shaw, seconded by L.Johnson. Motion carried.

JOB REPORT: The minutes from JOB are on file. Special notice to call Fire Chief prior if you plan
to burn due to extreme fire risk at this time. New Brush Truck is ready. EMS — 20 calls this
month, 89 calls to date.

TRANSFER STATION: K.Shaw has instructed attendants to check & punch Transfer Station cards.
K.Shaw and Judy McGuire met and plan to meet again to discuss options to report to residents.

WATER AUTHORITY: Meeting June 30.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: There are two grant opportunities available through Fire Equipment Grant,
Fire Chief would like both townships to apply. May need resolution for township to apply. West
Branch will plan to apply for $12,000 for Generator. Skandia Township will plan to apply for
$16,000 for SCBA's. Grant application is currently on hold but expected to be re-released soon.
Fire Chief was contacted by Remax Realty on property of former Skandia Truss, now on the
market. K.Shaw left message for realtor but no return call. Joint Townships are interested in
discussing possible purchase to relocate Fire Dept.




ASSESSOR: C.Fuess updated, discussed March Board of Review. Done with ( ?? ).
Workiﬁg on 2027. ( ?? ) .netfor BS & A will be on server now. This will be expensive, might
want to budget for this, may need to call in about 6months to check on cost. C.Fuess is currently
being trained on the new system.

ZONING ADMINISTOR: R.Johnson reported he is happy to continue in position as Zoning
Administrator that was agreed on at hire but will not sign contract that was provided several
weeks after his hire and does not align with his hire. Reports he’s been very busy: has answered
3 questions, granted 4 permits, 5 zoning complaints, set several fire signs. Hs is also meeting
with Forsyth Township on Sawyer Ordinances including Blight.

MARQTRAN ADVISORY BOARD: No rebort

PLANNING COMMISSION: No report from L.Beuachamp. Brenda Aldrich took over as Chair. Still
looking for another member.

CEMETERY BOARD: P.Bahrman reported the first community cemetery clean-up was a success.
Dale ingalls set Veterans flags. No plots sold. 1 new burial, some upcoming. There was a
suggestion from a resident to establish a ‘stillborn’ area. Discussion of creating a Cemetery
Fund, other townships set 50% reserve fund and 50% operating fund, she would like a separate
fund ear-marked for cemetery set-up as a line item. Motion to set cemetery line item as
requested by L.Johnson , seconded by K.Shaw, motion carried. NMU Archives would like to
digitalize cemetery map and maintain in archives. Pam will obtain application. Motion made by
K.Shaw, seconded by L.Beauchamp to apply for NMU to digitalize and archive cemetery maps,
motion carried. Next meeting 8/4 at 7pm.

PETER WHITE LIBRARY: Peter White Liaison Natasha gave update on library. She’s part of
strategic planning. Updated on several things available for youth and getting ready for summer
reading.

BOARD OF REVIEW: No meeting

RECREATION TEAM: K.Shaw reported WB Township is being awarded a recreation grant from
the Sault Tribe for $12,000 for a new pavilion. K.Shaw requested approval to start construction
on the new pavilion. A motion to begin construction of the new pavilion was made by C.Shaw,
seconded by L.Johnson, motion carried. K.Shaw reported he is waiting for more information on
a grant through the Marquette Harbor Rotary.

SOA: No update at this time. K.Shaw requested L.Johnson be representative to attend SOA
meetings.

CORRESPONDANCE: None
OLD BUSINESS:

A. Employee Manual — Table until next month
B. Road Millage/Road Commission — Nothing to report

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Planning/Zoning Resident Letter re: zoning discrepancies. Letter on file. Given to
Planning Commission.



B. Clerk Resignation: Letter received from Clerk Deena Barnhart that she is resigning due to
illness effective June 1, 2026. This resignation also applies to Deputy of Elections along
with Deputy Clerk. Board expressed their thanks for years of service and best wishes for
health.

Extended Agenda Items:

A. Maintenance for Building & Grounds. K.Shaw reported that 2 applicants turned down
the position. K.Shaw reported that a third applicant seems willing to learn but not
qualified for the requirements of the position as posted, would need a significant
amount of oversight and direction but that the position requires the ability to work
independently and be self-directed. Discussion among the board related to job
requirement to be self-directed and work independently. K.Shaw mentioned rate of pay
but discussion related to hiring focused on experience and ability to work independently
unsupervised. Motion to not hire current applicant and pursue new applicants for this
position by L.Johnson, seconded by C.Shaw. 1 opposed.

Roll call vote: L.Johnson — Aye
L.Beauchamp — Nay
K.Shaw — Aye
C.Shaw — Aye
Motion carried.

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT:

Ray Johnson spoke related to consideration of the Fire Hall and stated that purchase of this
property which meets the needs of the Fire Dept and EMS with only minor changes would likely
be equal or less expensive than a new build assuming we could find property. He is in favor of
purchase.

Brenda Alrich mentioned recycling at the Transfer Station and wondered if the workers know
about what to recycle. She noticed that workers through large recyclable plastic buckets down
the shoot.

Tanner Watson stated he has available free time around his work schedule and is interested in
being involved, including helping with maintenance.

Sally Niemi asked if space may be available to move the Transfer Station to the new Fire Hall
location if that property is obtained.

Natasha added her input that she is favor of obtaining the property for the new fire hall location
Board Comment: None

Meeting Adjourned: 9:00pm

Submitted by Michelle Christal/Typed by Lisa Johnson
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